
Conversation Practice Program  

The conversation practice program is about coaching rather than teaching. We want to coach the 
individual by giving them time to practice and work on their speaking skills as we correct it. It's about 
the student participating equally in the session and not listening to your lecture. You need to facilitate 
(mainly conversation) in this program and not teach. Over time, you can start to introduce mini lessons 
as you discover consistent errors in the individual's abilities.  

We have this program from CLB 4 to CLB 6/7 levels. Those at CLB 4 and 5 are still learning what phrases 
people say in specific contexts (doctor's office, child's school, bank, etc.). They also wanted an 
opportunity to practice their speaking, be corrected and learn the correct version of things. The topics at 
this level needed to be about the tasks they carryout in their daily lives at the supermarket, bank, etc. 
The program at this level is resource heavy. The students at the levels CLB 6/7, which we refer to as 
Advanced (even though they are technically Intermediate) requested a program whereby they can have 
someone to talk to every week, practice their speaking skills, improve their confidence in speaking, 
improve their pronunciation and work on their accents. They didn't want to talk about menial tasks like 
tasks at the supermarket. They wanted to discuss topics that advanced speakers would discuss in their 
daily lives. Topics like COVID-19, Natural Disasters and Celebrities were introduced.  The program at this 
level should not be resource heavy, rather organic dialogue. 

In the first lesson, introduce the concept of the program to the student. Explain that you will be 
discussing topics each lesson and that you will be correcting some of their mistakes throughout while 
trying to work on them in each lesson. Give your student what the aim of the program is and what is 
expected of them in each lesson. Also in the first lesson, get to know to know each other. Make this 
session about getting to know each other but do go into a specific topic if the conversation heads there.  

In each lesson, start with some small talk then offer your student the choice of topics to discuss. These 
may have also already been determined the session before, which is fine. Hold the discussion while 
correcting the mistakes of the learner throughout the session while making a note of these mistakes. 
Then at the end of the session read back to the student some of the more consistent mistakes that they 
make and explain that you will be working on them in subsequent sessions.  

Sometimes you will feel that there will be a plan that spans several sessions on what to talk about and 
what mini-lessons to offer the student. Sometimes you will take each session as it comes. The term of 
the plan will depend on your student's ability and gaps.  

Use the resources for the CLB 4 and CLB 5 levels, mainly the conversation dialogues. For the higher 
levels, do not put the resources up on the screen so as to not detract your student's attention from you. 
Keep it an organic conversation.  

This program is not resource heavy. We do not need do always be sharing our screen the way we do in 
the General English program. 


